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Each summer ESBOCES holds its popular 
Summer Career Exploration Program so 
students can experiment with potential 
college and career possibilities through 
two-week, hands-on introductory courses. 
This year the program ran from July 10-21 
at the three ESBOCES technical career 
centers located in Oakdale, Bellport,  
and Riverhead.
Federal and statewide education 
initiatives focus on ensuring that students 
leave high school properly prepared 
for college and equipped to compete 
in a demanding global workforce. 
These courses provide students with an 
opportunity to explore career interests 
long before graduation, show them  
what is required to succeed in those 
fields, and introduce them to career 
programs available in grades 11 and 12 
through educational service providers 
such as ESBOCES.
To be eligible to participate, students 
had to be entering grades 8-10 in the fall 
of 2017 and be 12 years old by the time 
the program commenced. Sessions ran 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. and course offerings included 
Culinary Arts and Baking, Automotive 
Technology, Cosmetology, Basic Pet Care 
and Training, and Welding.

CAREER EXPLORATION 
FOR YOUNG TEENS

Student participants in the 
ESBOCES Summer Career 

Exploration Program had 
the opportunity to try their 
hands at careers that have 

piqued their interest.
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They played their own special and unique kind of Bingo at 
the Brookhaven Learning Center over the summer.
SmartBoard technology was used to display pictures of 
new vocabulary words the students learned that aligned 
with the summer theme Under the Sea.
Special Education Teacher James Buchrieser emceed the 
event sporadically regaling everyone with his singing, 
such as when a picture of the sun came up on the 
SmartBoard, he sang Here Comes the Sun by the Beatles.
Ocean Bingo was a team event. Each team consisted of  
a classroom of students. When one person won, everyone 

in the class won. 
Students learned 
the ‘one-for-all- 
all-for-one’ spirit  
of engaging  
in games.
The stakes and 
competition were 
high.  The reward 
for attaining Bingo 
was coupons to 
purchase five 
dollars’ worth of 
goods from the  
school store.

OCEAN BINGO

In Art Teacher Darlene Siracusano’s class at Brookhaven Learning 
Center, students are learning that it’s good to share! Sharing is really a 
life skill but it can be challenging. Siracusano used art as a medium for 
her students to learn how to compromise, take turns, and negotiate. 
The students learned about finding joy in sharing when they read 
Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister.
“It’s about the positive aspect of sharing,” said Siracusano. “It’s 
not about just giving things away but learning that sharing brings 
happiness and a feeling of doing good.”
Together the students cut fish scales from shiny aluminum foil, painted 
their fish, and enjoyed the lessons of Rainbow Fish in their classroom.

LESSON OF THE DAY

Art Teacher Darlene Siracusano and Wendy, 
a Patchogue-Medford UFSD student, work 

together on creating a rainbow fish.
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There was no shortage of 
talent at Brookhaven Learning 
Center this summer. Check 
out the creative skills behind 
this Sponge Bob-themed 
watermelon, which won the 
recent watermelon carving 
contest. Kim Deechan 
and Roberta Kelly’s class 
produced this entry. 
Here are a few more images 
from the contest:

MELON MANIA
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Students at Masera Learning Center (MLC) 
applied the sequencing skills they learned 
during the regular school year to a summer 
crafting project. They created a beach 
scene and personalized foam visors.
Sequencing is an essential skill for children 
to learn. Identifying components and 
placing them in order with a beginning, 
middle, and an end teaches children 
and students in many special education 
classrooms how to make connections and 
keep ideas in the correct order.
For the beach-themed 
crafting project, each 
student was given decals 
and icons related to the 
beach; functional things 
you do with friends and 
family and seasonal 
things that would be 
found at the beach.
Summer activities at MLC 
are sponsored by the 
school’s Parent Teacher 
Organization. They are 
fun, educational, and 
inspire creativity.

STUDENTS ‘SEAS’  
EVERY OPPORTUNITY

The walls and bulletin boards at Masera Learning Center 
compel you to stop, read, and appreciate the creative 
artwork. Walls and bulletin boards are a great space for 
creative expression.
The theme for the summer school program was The 
Beach. Teachers exercised poetic license and had a ‘sea’ 
of opportunity to use puns or humorous language to 
convey messages. Can you find the play on words on 
these decorated doors and bulletin boards? 
The project was 
educational and 
fun. The teachers 
all agreed that 
art builds self-
confidence, trust, 
and inspires a 
collaborative 
atmosphere.

CREATIVE EXPRESSION
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We love sand art and so do the 
students at Masera Learning Center. 
Here they are showing off some of 
their masterpieces…magnificent!

SAND-SATIONAL

Using Unique Learning System program-level Bingo, 
teachers at Masera Learning Center were able to 
choose appropriate Bingo boards for their 
students based on their abilities. Teachers 
could choose from a Bingo board that 
included text and pictures or an easier 
board that just had pictures. 
Building Coordinator Lisa Newcombe said, 
“We enlarged the symbols from the Bingo 
board and copied them on 8.5" x 11" sheets 
of paper. The caller held up the oversized 
symbol for everyone to see and announced 
the symbol for everyone to hear. For 
example, a picture of a sun was shown to the 
group and the caller said the word ‘sun’.”  
The summer theme was The Beach so it 
was fitting that the symbols were of the 
sun, a coral reef, fish, a wave, sand, an 
umbrella, and of course, the beach.  Froot 
Loops cereal pieces were used as positive 
reinforcements. If a student got Bingo, they 
raised their hand and received a lollipop!

UNIQUE BINGO
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Students at Premm Learning Center (PLC)  
performed The Rainbow Fish Musical this summer. 
Here are some snapshots from the production:

SCENES FROM A PLAY

Top left: Joshua, Central Islip UFSD, and the entire cast, 
top right, perform during PLC’s summer production of 
“The Rainbow Fish Musical.” 

From left: Barthely, 
Brentwood UFSD; 
Alexia, Middle 
Country CSD; and 
Ryan, West Islip 
UFSD, during 
their number.

Special Education Teacher 
Danielle Koretz assists 

students throughout the 
production, including 

Preston, Brentwood UFSD; 
Tyshawn, Central Islip 

UFSD; and Mena,  
South Country CSD.

Stephanie, East Islip UFSD, 
uses an augmentative 
device to relay her lines 
while Special Education 
Teacher Danielle Koretz 
holds a microphone to the 
speaker on the device.

The proud cast takes 
a curtain call.
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Movie Thursdays, during the summer program 
at Premm Learning Center, offered more than 
entertainment for students. The entire exercise 
simulated the experience of visiting a movie 
theater, giving students the opportunity to practice 
good communication skills. Each Thursday 
afternoon, the school showed two movies and 
students took turns functioning as ushers, ticket 
takers, and concession stand operators. When 
attendees arrived at the “theater,” they used 
appropriate communication to request the movie 
of their choice. They received a movie ticket and 
play money to purchase a snack before proceeding 
to the concession stand. Next, theatergoers gave 
their movie tickets to the ushers before entering 
the classrooms where the movies were being 
shown. To communicate, students would verbalize 
what they wanted, gesture, or use an augmentative 
device. Said Sandra Pensak, summer principal at 
Premm, “This weekly event allowed students to 
practice life skills and communicating with others 
in a situation that depicted the real world.”

MOVIE AFTERNOONS TEACH 
COMMUNICATION AND LIFE SKILLS

Charles, South Country CSD, hands a movie ticket 
to ESBOCES Speech Teacher Madeline Match.

Tyshawn, Central Islip UFSD, works the cash register 
at the school concession stand while Matthew, 

William Floyd UFSD, makes a selection.
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Students enrolled in the summer program at Premm Learning Center 
participated in a variety of Under the Sea-themed activities that 
increased vocabulary, inspired original poetry, and prompted the 

production of posters highlighting creatures that 
inhabit the water such as octopuses, lobsters, 
sharks, and jellyfish. 
Hats were crafted from construction paper, 
crayons, magic markers, and plastic googly 
eyes to resemble lobsters, crabs, and sharks. 
Disney characters like Ariel were cut out of 
their coloring books and attached to hats. 
The projects provided an opportunity for the 
students to use their fine motor skills; cutting, 
using scissors, and gluing, which strengthens 
hand and finger muscles. Students and staff 
wore the hats at a parade which was the 
culminating activity and a celebration of all 
they learned. Premm doesn’t have a marching 

band so Music Teacher Mr. Zaros did the next 
best thing; he chose Under the Sea-themed music like 
Octopus’s Garden by the Beatles and Beyond the Sea by 
Bobby Darin to accompany the parade. 
The parade concluded in the multi-purpose room. Zaros 
scattered an assortment of instruments such as drums, 
triangles, and maracas and multicolored ribbons around 
the room to encourage the students to socialize, move 
freely, and dance.

NO SUMMERTIME BLUES HERE
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WHBLC SUMMER PROGRAM – FUN AND ON-POINT
The staff at Westhampton Beach Learning Center took 
learning to a new level during the summer program. 
They infused an extra-large serving of fun into creative 
lessons and projects, which had students focusing on 
core curriculum, soft skills (communication, interacting 
with others), life skills (following directions, making 
decisions), and fine motor skills. 

The school’s most popular projects included a seaside-
themed cake decorating contest, and International 
Ocean Day where each class chose a different country 
and researched that nation’s oceans, sea life, or other 
body of water. Make Your Own Pizza also topped the 
charts and had students using interactive software to 
learn the order in which ingredients are placed on pizza 

and creating their own personalized pies. The Pancake 
Breakfast and Beach Day, a beach-inspired field day, 
were also big hits.

Interactive pizza making software,  
left, allows users to touch the 
screen and assemble a pizza; 
Jacob, Bay Shore UFSD, uses fine 
motor skills to roll out pizza dough.

Kyle, William Floyd UFSD, 
enjoys syrup on his pancakes 

during the pancake breakfast.

An entry in the 
seaside-themed cake 

decorating contest, 
right, and a bulletin 

board featuring 
research about the 
Mediterranean Sea 
with regional food 
from International 

Ocean Day, far right. 
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Every day during the summer, something new and 
exciting took place at Sayville Academic Center. That’s 
because the students were enthused and full of spirit 
for their school and the summer program. The different 
activities incorporated skills the students learned 
throughout the school year; to work cooperatively, gain 
independence, socialize appropriately, and to apply 
functional academic skills.

Students learned about creatures under the sea so when 
Crazy Hat Day came around, they crafted shark hats out 
of construction paper. This was educational fun because 
the students used their fine motor skills to measure and 
cut the fins, teeth, and eyes of a shark from the paper and 
then glued it all together to make a hat. 
Another spirit-filled day was Pajama Day. Students and 
staff came to school in their comfy, cozy pajamas. There 
was an array of styles throughout the building ranging 
from basic flannel to Super Heros, Angry Birds, sports 
stars, hearts, and My Little Pony. 

GOT SPIRIT?

CRAZY HAT DAY

PAJAMA DAY
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COMMEMORATING PATRIOT DAY
High school students enrolled at Islip Academic 
Center participated in cross-age mentoring with 
elementary students at Sayville Academic Center (SAC).  
Accompanied by their teacher and assistants, students 
Tom, Connetquot CSD; Lakeeva, Patchogue-Medford 
UFSD; and Cassidy, William Floyd UFSD, traveled from 
their school in Oakdale to SAC.
Three activities were planned to honor, remember, and 
commemorate Patriot Day and the events of 9/11. First 
the students watched a PowerPoint presentation which 
included headlines and pictures depicting the events on 
September 11, then the high school students assisted 
the elementary students in creating individualized 
posters titled A Hero Is. 

Special Education Teacher Alayna Posner explained the 
steps to creating the poster and asked each student to 
think about the characteristics that define a hero. The 
elementary students practiced coloring, cutting out 
stars with scissors, and gluing. They reflected on who 
they thought was a hero and wrote that in the stars.
The final activity to commemorate Patriot Day brought 
the students outside to the garden area where they 
constructed an American flag using red, white, and 
blue plastic cups in the chain link fence. The design was 
mapped out on the fence and students placed cups in 
the holes.
The students reflected, commemorated, and were 
united in activities that honored those lives that were 
lost on 9/11.

Standing in front of the  
completed American flag  

are Tom, Connetquot CSD;  
students Asher, Brentwood UFSD; 
Tyler, Patchogue-Medford UFSD; 

Thomas, Miller Place UFSD; and 
 Lakeeva, Patchogue-Medford UFSD.
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Students in the Summer Career Exploration Basic Animal Dog Care and 
Training Program were excited to meet Investigator Turbo, a German 
Shorthaired Pointer, and his handler and partner, Investigator Hille. Both 
work for the Department of Corrections on Riker’s Island in New York 
City. Turbo is bilingual and understands commands in both German 
and English. He is being trained to sniff out drugs on Riker’s Island, 
specifically in the visitor’s area where people are subject to a passive 
canine search.
German Shorthaired Pointers are chosen to work as a sniffer or detection 
dog because they have an impressive sense of smell, strong hunting 
instincts, and are very smart and want to please their handler or owner.

In addition to learning about basic animal 
dog care in the summer program, 
Teacher Laura Hille invites guests into 
her classroom to broaden the knowledge 
base of her students. “It’s important for 
the students to learn how different breeds 
of dogs are being utilized for different 
types of work, the capacity in which they 
can work with these dogs, and career 
opportunities.”
Investigator Hille demonstrated Turbo’s 
abilities four times throughout the session. 
The visit concluded with a question-and-
answer discussion leaving students with 
career opportunity information directly 
related to working in law enforcement and 
K-9 units.

WILLKOMMEN TURBO

For more news and information about  
Eastern Suffolk BOCES,  
please visit our website: www.esboces.org

Follow ESBOCES on

Download 
our 

mobile app!
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First year students in the Animal Science Program at the Academy 
at Bixhorn Technical Center who planned on returning as second 
year students, were given the opportunity 
to participate in a paid summer internship.  
In order to be considered for the summer 
position, students had to meet a set of criteria. 
They had to provide their own transportation, 
work three hours a day, twice a week, and not 
have any conflicts with the two-day schedule.
Sarah said, “It’s hard to get a job in the animal 
field without experience and it’s hard to get 
experience when you are 17 years old. This 
paid internship is very beneficial to me. It 
was a great opportunity and it was secure 
employment over the summer.”
The other students agreed. Abby said, “This 
is the best school year I’ve ever had. I love 
attending the Academy and I wouldn’t have 
met Cole, Nadia, and Sarah because we go to 
different school districts.” 
Abby wants to be a law enforcement officer.  
“I thought I wanted to be a veterinarian technician or a veterinarian 
assistant. I love working with the animals but ultimately I want to 
work in law enforcement and animal advocacy.”

SUMMER PROGRAM BENEFITS 
EXOTIC BIRDS, RODENTS,  
AND RABBITS

Abby, a Sayville UFSD 
student, offers Karly a 
shelled nut.

Abby cleans the rabbits’ litter tray.

Cole, a Connetquot 
CSD student, smiles 

at Karly; she shows 
she’s happy by 

showing off her 
feathers.

Sarah, a Sachem 
CSD student, is 

holding a rabbit 
that was placed 

in a “burrito.” 
Wrapping a rabbit 

in a blanket or a 
“bunny burrito” is 
a technique used 

to hold a bunny for 
ease of examining 

the animal and 
as part of the 

grooming process.

From left to right, Abby Brown, Sayville UFSD, holds a 
snake; Nadia Trejo, Sachem CSD, holds an exotic bird; 
Cole Thomson, Connetquot CSD, holds a guinea pig; 

and Sarah Meisner, Sachem CSD, holds a hamster.

EASTERN LONG ISLAND
ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Find Your Future Here
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Academy students from the morning and afternoon 
sessions at Bixhorn Technical Center (BTC) gathered 
in red, white, or blue shirts to produce these images. 
Mark Deedy, teacher of Public Service, Communication 
and Media, and one of his students, used sophisticated 
drone technology to get the perfect aerial perspective 
and Liz Grafer, teacher of Professional Photography, 
handled the photo editing.

Animal Science Academy students from 
Lisa Mongiello and Deborah Cargill’s 
classes at BTC came together to watch  
Hero Dogs of 9/11. This documentary 
highlights the courageous dogs who 
worked in search-and-rescue and therapy 
capacities during and after the terrorist 
attacks at the World Trade Center  
in New York.

To honor those who lost their lives on September 
11, 2001, the student body at Islip Academic 
Center gathered outside in front of their building 
to plant 300 daffodil bulbs. When the flowers 
bloom each spring, they will serve as a memorial 
for the heroes and victims who perished during 
that terrorist attack on our country.

In observance of Patriot Day, students 
and staff convened by their school 
flagpole to plant small memorial flags 
and learn about what happed on that 
day 16 years ago. After the ceremony, 
everyone went inside and each class 
submitted a handmade paper chain 
bearing the names of each student. 
These small chains were stapled 
together to form one long, unbroken 
chain, while The Star Spangled Banner 
played in the background.

ESBOCES AND ACADEMY 
STUDENTS OBSERVE  
PATRIOT DAY

*Photo credits: image on left, Mark Deedy; image on right, 
Jack Murray, Eastport-South Manor CSD.

EASTERN LONG ISLAND
ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Find Your Future Here



The American flag is an important symbol of 
the United States symbolizing many things: 
innocence, courage, justice, vigilance,  
and freedom. 
On Patriot Day, students in the Law Enforcement 
Program at the Academy at Milliken Technical 
Center learned how to fold the American flag. 
Each of the twelve folds of the flag is symbolic, 
representing principles of our country such as 
life, honor and remembrance, tribute to our 
country, where our hearts lie and allegiance to 
the US, and tributes to the armed forces.
One Law Enforcement student shared that 
learning how to fold a flag on Patriot Day 
brought his thoughts back to the lives lost 
on 9/11 and how 
many families were 
presented with 
an American flag 
paying homage to 
their loved ones and 
their bravery.
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SYMBOLIC MEANING  
OF FOLDING THE  
AMERICAN FLAG

EASTERN LONG ISLAND
ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Find Your Future Here

For more news and information about the 
Eastern Long Island Academy of Applied Technology,  
please visit our website: www.academyli.org

Follow the 
Academy on

Download 
our 

mobile app!
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Students from the Horticulture Program at Islip Career Center 
expressed their creativity and honored those lives that were 
lost on September 11, 2001, with a wreath fabricated from red, 
white, and blue flowers and adorned with ribbons and several 
American flags.
The wreath was on display outside the building in the rock and 
flower garden also constructed by Horticulture students. The 
plaque that complements the wreath reads In Memory of All 
the Lives Lost on September 11, 2001.

COMMEMORATIVE WREATH

Follow us! Like us! Share us!

Horticulture Teacher Mark Havens, far right, 
is pictured with Teacher Assistant Meg Healy 
and students Kyla, Comsewogue UFSD, and 

James, Shoreham-Wading River CSD.


